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a cabinet meeting to be held next week. “Earlier, he had left it to the state finance minister to take a decision on the farm loan waiver after getting ‘favorable’ reports from the National Herald case,” he said. The cabinet decision comes at a time when farm loan waiver is a hot issue in Maharashtra ahead of the 2019 national election. Launched in June 2015, the
loan waiver scheme was dubbed as ‘Bad Samaritan’ by the Congress and the BJP promised to make provisions of it. At the centre, the Congress had promised farmers a loan waiver in its manifesto for the 2014 elections. In the state, the BJP-led NDA government announced it was lifting a farm loan waiver in three phases. But although it claimed that the scheme

was a success and it had helped farmers recover around 15,000 kg of wheat, the BJP’s farm loan waiver proved to be a flop. The state government scrapped Phase I in January 2017 and Phase II in September 2017. In June 2018, it announced that the entire loan waiver period would be lifted. Fadnavis announced the farm loan waiver scheme after the BJP won the
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