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Outlook 2003 andThis is obviously
a much-needed morning read, on
one of the most important topics
in the world right now – climate

change. It is timely, of course, as
in the past week the world has

seen perhaps the most alarming
evidence yet of the giant risks

that human-caused climate
change is already unfolding and

that will continue to pose a
massive threat to our collective
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future if we don’t significantly
change our behaviour, and fast. It
is not just the cascade of climate
disasters we have seen unfolding.

Last week, the UN’s World
Meteorological Organisation
announced that this year has
been the hottest on record,

joining it with every year since
2013, and as I write, there is no

sign of it ending, with 2019
recording the hottest start to the
year, ever. The early evidence is

that last year was the hottest
ever (we will have to wait until

March to make that call) and five
of the last six years have been
the hottest on record. The key
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point is that if we keep on doing
what we are doing, then the world

is in the process of entering
uncharted territory in terms of
the steady degradation of the

planet’s ability to support life, in
addition to the hordes of climate

refugees currently creating a
humanitarian crisis in the Middle

East, Africa and north-east Asia. It
is no wonder, then, that we have

seen such a powerful reaction
from the people of the world to

the coronavirus (Covid-19) – they
are passionate, outraged and

determined to push back against
this threat. We are not alone in

being angry, of course. In recent
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years there have been a number
of fast-moving, politically

motivated global movements of
people, or “Bridging the Divide”,

as they are called, protesting
about the injustices of inequality.
But those events have all been

speeded up because of the
coronavirus, as people are now
aware of the depth of the threat
and the level of global solidarity
that we have created in the last
week. You may have heard that
there has been some banality

about the coronavirus, which was
always going to happen. But it
has been stunning to see how
people around the world have
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stepped up to meet the
immediate challenges of Covid-19
without worrying about it being a
political issue, and 6d1f23a050
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